FRENCH   POLITICAL  THOUGHT
individual moral responsibility was one of the factors of his
intense Puritanism. Tocqueville should not be forgotten ; much
of Proudhon's search for social equality is inspired by Tocque-
ville's description of American equality.1 And some fifty years
after Proudhon's death Bergson was to formulate a system
that would have met with an answering echo in the mind of
one who could write " the true is what changes, or at least is
liable to progress, to transformation. The false is the static . . .
motion is the primitive fact." 2 And it is interesting to contrast
with the philosophy of intuition the following passage from
De la Justice dans la Revolution : "The formation in our minds
of the idea of the beautiful, of the sublime, can obviously not
be adequately accounted for in terms of intelligence, pure
reason or understanding (it matters little what name we give
to that faculty by which we can grasp the relation of things,
judge them, generalize from them, draw concepts from them).
Something more is needed, another faculty superior in quality
and of a special make-up. Is not intelligence but a camera,
giving us nothing more than a mental image of phenomena and
their relations, the mere content of reality? But the sublime
and the beautiful go beyond the real. To produce that notion
of the beautiful and the sublime, to feel it, we need a new
faculty that will use simultaneously our conceptions, our
feelings, our sensations, for all these go to make up the ideal.
That faculty, according to me, is Freedom." 3
The tendencies which Proudhon represented were repeatedly
defeated in his own lifetime and in the years immediately fol-
lowing. Marxists and Bakuninists (who should really be called
Proudhonists) fought out in the young Socialist International
the inevitable conflict between Centralization and Federalism.
But it must not be forgotten that French Socialism, however
collectivist it ultimately became, returning thereby to its
original inspiration, came so completely under Proudhonist
influence, as a result of the failure of Blanc's fitatisme in 1848,
that Bakunin could describe Federalist anarchy as accepted in
1	Michel, of. tit., pp. 256-258.
2	Philosophic du Progres, pp. 21, 27.
3	Quoted by Berth, op. cit., pp, 51-52.
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